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IT'E FOUIVD hillt Ùl that Far-t7'l(!a)' that )'ct to liS 
SlY/JlS llcar- 
Tre 'i l agrallts of but )'cstcrda)' 'iUnCIl idlest )'oltth 
'leas hcre,- 
TVhcll lightcst S01/g a1/t! lazicst /Ilirth posscssed liS 
through alld through, 
A lld all the drca/Jl)' su JllIller-carth sceJJ/cd drugged 
'lvith JJlorni1tg dC'lf) : 


nrhell our aUlbition seal ce had shot a stalk 01 
blade indccd: 
J ours,-cllokcd as ill the gardcll-sþot )'Oll still 
dcferrcd to "'iiJccd": 
J.1Iillc,-but a piþe Ilaif-clt:arcd of pith-as 110'l(J 
it flats aJld 'ii'hiJlcS 
III sY"lþatlletic cadellce 'i(}ith a hiccough ill the 
lillcs. 


A)'l', C';'Cll thCll- 0 tÙJlclJ' nour! -the IIigh Gods 
did eOllfcr 
III 0/11' bchaif:-And, clothcd in pO'i(!cr. 10, callIe 
their Couricr- 
.J.Vot 'lUÙlgCt! 'it}ith jlaJllc 1/01' shod 'it}itll 'if}Ùld,- 
but aJJlblillg dozell the pike, 
Horseback, 'it-'ith saddlcbags bchind, alld guise all 
IllIlJlaJl-like. 



x 


Alld it 'lvas gi7. l cll us to see, bClleatlt Ilis rustic 
rind, 
A 1lative force and 1llastery of Sl/Cll illsþirillg 
k illd, 
Tllat half u1lconsciol/sly we lnadc obcisallce.- 
S1Jlilillg-, thus 
His SOl/1 sl/one fro1l1 his eyes alld laid its glory 
ovcr liS. 


Though, fari1lg still tnat Far-a'ioa)' that )'ct to 
liS scel11S ncar, 
His forlll, through 1Jzists of )'cstcrda)', fadcs .fr01l1 
tliC visiOll hcre, 
Forevcr as he ridcs, it is Ùl rcti1lue divinc,- 
The hcarts of all his tÙlle are his, 'lvith )'our hale 
heart alld lJlÍ1le. 
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RUBAIYAT 
OF 
DOC SIFERS 


I 


EF you don't kno\v Doc SIFERS I '11 jes argy, 
here and nO\\T, 
You've bin a mighty little \vhile about here, 
anyho\v ! 
'Cause Doc he's rid these roads and ,voods- 
er S'iV1t11l 'em, no\v and then- 
And practised in this neighberhood sence hain't 
no te11in' \vhen! 
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II 


In radius 0' fifteen mile'd, all p'ints 0' com- 
pass round, 
N a man er woman, chick er child, er tearn, on 
top 0' ground, 
But knows IlÍ111 - yes, and got respects and 
likin' fer him, too, 
Fer all his so- to-speak dee-fects 0' genius 
showin' through! 


III 


Some claims he's absent-minded; some has 
said they WllZ afeard 
To take his po\\rders \vhen he come and dosed 
'em out, and 'peared 
To have his mind on somepin' else -like 
County Ditch, er some 
N e\v way 0' tannin' nlussrat-pelts, er makin' 
butter come. 
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IV 


He 's_ cur'ous - they hain't no mistake about 
it ! - but he's got 
Enough 0' extry brains to make a jury -like 
as not. 
They 's no dcscribill' Sifers,- fer, ,vhen all is 
said and done, 
He's jes hisse'f Doc Sifers - ner they hain't 
no other one! 


V 


Doc's allus sociable, polite, and 'greeable, you- 
'll find- 
Pervidin' ef you strike him right and nothin' 
on his mind,- 
Like in some flurry, when they \'e sent fer 
Sifers quick, you see, 
To 'tend some sawn1Ïll-accident, er picnic jam- 
boree ; 
1* 
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VI 


Er when the íightnin' 's struck some hare- 
brained harvest-hand; er 111 
Some 'tempt 0' suicidin' - \vhere they'd art 
to try ag'in! 
I've kllowed Doc haul up from a trot and 
talk a' hour er hvo 
vVhen railly he'd a-art 0' not a-stopped fer 
" HowdJl-do ! " 
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YII 


And then, I've met him 'long the road, a- 
IOft'Il' ,- starin' straight 
Ahcad,- and yit he ne\.er kno\yed me \"hen 
I hollered "JTatc, 
Old Saddlcbags!" all hearty-like, er "1rho 
)'Olt go ill , to kill?" 
And he'd say nothin'- only hike on faster, 
stari n' still! 


YIII 


I 'd bin insulted, many a tinle, ef I jes \VUZ n't 
shore 
Doc did n't mean a thing. And I 'nl not 
tetchy any lnorc 
Sence that-air day, ef he'd a-Jes a-stopped to 
ja \V \vith 11lC, 
They'd bin a little dorter less In my o\\"n 
fambily! 
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IX 


Times now, at home, \"hen Sifers' name comes 
up, I jes lct Oil, 
You kno\v, 'at J think Doc's to blanlc, the 
\vay he's bin and gone 
And disapp'inted folks-'LI-jcc-mun-1u'c! you'd 
ort to then 
J es hear my \"ife light into nle-" oJlgrateful- 
est 0' lJlCll!" 
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x 


'l\Iongst all the \vomen-mild er rough, splen- 
differous er plain, 
Er thcln t.l,itlt sense, er not enough to come In 
out the rain,- 
J es ever' shape and build and style 0' ,vomen, 
fat er slim- 
They all like Doc, and got a smile and plea- 
sant ".ord fer hiJlt! 


XI 


N er hain't no horse I've ever sa\v but ,vhat 'll 
neigh and try 
To sidle up to him, and pa\v, and sense him, 
ear-and-eye: 
Then jes a tetch 0' Doc's old pa'111, to pat 'em, 
cr to shove 
Along their nose - and they're as ca'n1 as 
any cooin' dove! 
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XII 


And same with dogs,- take any breed, er 
strain, er pedigree, 
Er racial caste 'at can't concede no use fer 


you er me,- 
They'll putt all predju-dice aside in Doc's case 
and go in 
Kahoots with him, as satisfied as he 'YUz kith- 
and- kin! 


XIII 


And Doc's a ,yonder, trainin' pets! - lie's 
got a chicken-ha\vk, 
In kind 0' half-cage, where he sets out In the 
gyarden-\valk, 
And got that wild bird trained so taBle, he'll 
loose him, and he'll fly 
Clean to the woods! - Doc calls his name- 
and he'll come, by-and-by! 
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XIV 


Some says no lTIOney dO\\Tl1 ud buy that bird 
0' Doc.- 
er no 
Inducement to the bird, says I, 'at he 't! let 
Sifers go! 
And Doc he say 'at he's content -long as 
a bird 0' prey 
Kin 'bide hÙJl, it's a COJllp/i1lICllt, and takes 
it thataway. 


XV 


But, gittin' back to docteri1/' -all the sick and 
in distress, 
And old and pore, and \\"eak and snlall, and 
lone and nlotherless,- 
I jes tell )'Olt I 'preciate the man 'at's got 
the love 
To "go ye forth and nlinistrate!" as Scriptur' 
tells us of. 


2 
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XVI 


Dull times, Doc jes l1zianders round, in that old 
rig 0' his: 
And hain't no tellin' where he's bound ner 
guessin' \vhere he is; 
He'll drive, they tell, jes thata\vay fer maybe 
six er eight 
Days at a stretch; and neighbers say he's 
bin clean round the State. 


XVII 


He picked a' old tramp up, one trip, 'bout 
eighty mile'd from here, 
And fetched hilTI home and k- yored his hip, 
and kep' him 'bout a year; 
And feller said - in all his ja'nts round this 
terresch ul ball 
'At no man \VUz a CirCltlltstallCe to Doc! -he 
topped 'em all!- 



\ 


. .. 


, 



 


, 
JIll 


.
. .." 
..
 . 



:: I 
. 


I, .. 
.... 



 . ... 


...... 


. 
. II 


.. 


\ 


.. 


. 
 
.... 



 '- 


... 
" 


.y 


.... 

 


').... . 


!.. 


,. 


. ."'- 
of 


.. 


. 


1>, 


, 



21 


XVIII 


Said, bark 0' trees's a' open book to Doc, and 
vines and moss 
He read like \\Titin' - \\'ith a look knowed ever' 
dot and cross: 
Said, stars at night \VUZ jes as good's a com- 
pass: said, he s'pose 
You could n't lose Doc In the ,yoods the 
darkest night that blo\vs! 


XIX 


Said, Doc '11 tell you, purty clos't, by under- 
bresh and plants, 
How fur off Luartcr is,-and 'most perdict the 
sort 0' chance 
You '11 have 0' find in' fish J' and ho\v they're 
liable to bitc, 
And ,vhether they're a-bitin' no\\r, er only 
after night. 


2* 
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xx 


And, ,vhilse we're talkin' fish,- I mind they 
formed a fishin' -crowd 
(\Vhen folks could fish 'thout gittin' filled, and 
seinin' \\lUZ allowed!) 
0' leadin' citizens, you know, to go and seIne 
"Old Blue"- 
But had n't no big seIne, and SO-\V'y, \vhat 
\\"uz they to do? . . . 


XXI 


And Doc he say he thought 'at he could k1
it 
a stitch er two- 
"Bring the lJlaterials to Ine - 'at's all I 'Ill 
astin' you!" 
And do\vn he sets - six \veeks, i jing! and 
knits th3.t seine plum done- 
Made corks too, brails and ever'thing - good 
as a boughten one! 
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XXII 


Doc's public sperit - when the sick's not 
takin' all his time 
And he's got sO/Jlt! fer politics -is sin1ple yit 
sublime: - 
fIe '11 talk his prillciplcs- and they air hOllcst J'- 
but the sly 
Friend strikes hinl first, election-day, he'd 
, conl1nodate, er die! 


XXIII 


.l\nd yit, though Doc, as all Inen kno,,'s, IS 
square straight up and do\vn, 
That "ote 0' his is - ,,'ell, I s'pose - the 
cheapest one in to,vn;- 
A fact 'at's sad to yerify, as could be done on 
oath - 
I 'ye voted Doc n1yse'f - Lind J'ii.'as crilllillal 
fer both! 



26 


XXIV 


You kin corrupt the ballot-box -corrupt )'OllY- 
sc'f, as \vell- 
Corrupt S01Jle neighbers,- but old Doc's as 
oncorruptible 
As Holy \Vrit. So putt a pIn right there!- 
Let Stfcrs be, 
I jucks! he \yotlld n't vote agin his own \vorst 
inimy ! 


XXV 


When Cynthy Eubanks laid so lo\v \vith fever, 
and Doc Glenn 
Told Euby Cynth 'ud haf to go - they sends 
fer Sifers then! . 
Doc sized the case: "She's starved," says 
he, "fer 'lvartcr - yes, and 1JlCat! 
The treatrnent 'at she '11 git from 1JlC'S all 
she kin drink and eat!" 
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XXYI 


He orders Euby then to split some ,,"ood, 
and take and build 
A fire in kitchen-stoye, and git a young spring- 
chicken killed; 
And jes ,,-hirled in and th'o,,"ed his hat and 
coat there on the bed, 
And warshed his hands and sailed in that-air 
kitchen, Euby said, 


XXYII 


And biled that chicken-broth, and got that 
dinner - all complete 
And clean and cnsp and good and hot as 
mortal e\Ter eat! 
And Cynth and Euby both '11 say 'at Doc '11 
git as good 
:Jleals- yjttles up, jes any day, as any 'Lt!OJllflll 
could! 
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XXVIII 


Tinle Sister Abbick tuk so bad with striffen 
0' the lung, 
P'tracted l\leetin', where she had Jes shouted, 
prayed and sung 
All winter long, through snow and thaw,- 
when Sifers come, says he: 
" No, l\/I'lissy; don't poke out your raw and 
cloven tongue at me!- 


XXIX 


"I kno\v, \vithout no symptoms but them 
Ùljarubber-shoes 
You promised me to never putt a fool-foot in 
ner use 
At purril 0' your life!" he said. "And I 
won't save you 1l0'lV, 
Onless - here on your dyin' bed - you con- 
secrate your vow!" 
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xxx 


\\Tithout a-clainlin' an)' creed, Doc's rail reli- 


. . 
glOUS \'le\\
S 
Kobody kno\ys - ner got no llet'd 0' kno,,"in' 
,vhilse he choose 
To be heerd not of man, ner raIse no loud, 
vainglorious prayers 
In cro\yded nlarts, er public ways, er - i jucks, 
all)'\yheres ! - 
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XXXI 


'Less 'n it is away deep do\vn In his own 
heart, at night, 
Facin' the storm, \vhen all the to\vn 's a-sleep- 
in' snug and tight-- 
IIim splashin' hence froln scenes 0' pride and 
sloth and gilded show, 
To sonle pore sufferer's bedside 0' anguish, 
don't you know! 


XXXII 


Er lnaybe dead 0' 'itJÙtfer -- makes no odds to 
Doc, - he's got 
To face the \veather ef it takes the hide off! 
'cause he'll not 
Lie out 0' gain' and p'tend he's sick hisse'f. 
-like SOlllC 
, .L\t I could nan1e 'at folks nlight send fer 
and they'd nevcr COl1le! 
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XXXIII 


Like pore Phin Hoover - ,,"hen he goes to 
that last dance 0' his! 
That Chris'mus \vhen his feet \\.uz froze -and 
Doc sa\.ed all they is 
Left of 'enl-" 'Xough," as Phin say now, 
" to track nle by, and be 
A advertisement, anyho\\", 0' ".hat Doc's done 
fer me!- 


XXXIV 


"\Vhen he come - knife-and-::;a\v" - Phin say, 
"I knowed, ef I 'd the spunk, 
, At Doc 'ud fix nle up SO/IIC \vay, ef nothin' 
but nIY trullk 
".... uz left, he'Ll fasten casters In, and have 
tHe, spick-and-span, 
A-skootin' round the streets ag'in as spry as 


t " 
any nlan. 



36 


xxxv 


Doc sees a patient's got to quit - he '11 ease 
him do\vn serene 
As dozin' off to sleep, and yit not dope him 
with n10r-þnCell.- 
He \von't tell what-jes 'lows 'at he has" airn't 
the right to sing 
'0 grave, where is thy victery! 0 death, 
where is thy sting!'" 


XXXVI 


And, mind ye no\v! - it's not In scoff and 
scorn, by long degree, 
'At Doc gits things like that-un off: it 's Jes 
his snority 
And total faith In Life to Come,-\v'y, "from 
that Land 0' Bliss," 
He says, "we'll haf to chuckle some, a-lookin' 
back at this!" 
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XXXVII 


And, still 111 p'int, I tnind, one 1light 0' 'lliti- 
atioll at 
Some secert lodge, 'at Doc set right do\\'n on 
'em, square and flat, 
\Vhen they nlixcd up sonlC Scriptur' and \\'uz 
fit/II/hi' -like - w'y, he 
Lit In 'em with a rep'itnand 'at ripped 'em, 
A to Z! 
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XXXVIII 


And onc't - \vhen gineral loafin' -place wuz 
old Shoe-Shop - and all 
The gang 'ud git in there and brace their 
backs ag'inst the \vall 
And settle questions that had went onsettled 
long enough,- 
Like "wuz no Heav'n - ner no torment"'- 
jes talkin' awful rOltgll! 
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XXXIX 


There \VUZ Sloke Haines and old Ike Knight 
and Coonrod Simmes - all three 
Ag'inst the Bible and the Light, and scoutin' 
Deity. 
" Sciellce," says Ike, " it dÙlloJ/stratcs - it 
takes nobody's \vord- 
Scriþtur' er not,- it '7:cstigatcs ef sich things 
could occurred!" 


XL 


\Vell, Doc he heerd this, - he'd drapped In 
a Il1inute, fer to git 
A tore-off heel pegged on agin,- and, as he 
stood on it 
And stot11ped and grinned, he says to Ike, 
H I s'pose no\", purty soon 
Some lightnin' -bug, indignant-like, '11 "vesti- 
gate' the InOOll! . . . . 
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XLI 


II No, Ike," says Doc, "this \vorld hain't sa\v 
no brains like yourn and tnine 
\\Tith sense enough to grasp a la\v 'at takes a 
brain divine.- 
I've bared the thoughts of brains In doubt, 
and felt their finest pulse,-- 
And mortal brains jes \von't turn out omnI- 
potent results!" 


XLII 


And Doc he's got respects to spare the rich 
as well as pore- 
Says he, "I'd turn no 1Ililliollaire onsheltered 
from my door."- 
Says he, "\Vhat 's wealth to hinl in quest 0' 
nOllCS! friends to back 
And love him fer hissc'f? - not jes because 
he's nlade his jack! " 
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XI,III 


And childern.- Cllildcrn.l Lawzy-day! Doc 
'il'orshiþs 'enl! - You call 
Round at his house and ast 'enl! - they're 
a-SLl'ar1JlÍn' there - that's all!- 
They're in his Lib'ry - in best r00l11 -In 
kitchen -fur and near,- 
J n office too, and, I P'SUlllC, his operatin'- 
cheer! 
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XLIV 


You kno\v they 's men 'at bees \von't sting?- 
They 's plaguey fC'iU, - but Doc 
He's one 0' t/IClIl. - ..L\nd satne, jing! \vith 
ehildCJ
Jl .. - they jes flock 
Round Sifers llate/lurl! - in his lap, and In 
his pockets, too, 
And in his old fur 111itts and cap, and /lcart as 
warm and true! 


XLV 


It's cur'ous, too,- 'cause Doc hain't got no 
childern of his own- 
'Ceptin' the ones he's tuk and brought up, 
'at's bin left alone 
And orphans \vhen their father died, er mo- 
ther, - and Doc he 
Has he'pped their dyin' satisfied. -"The child 
shall live with me 
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XLYI 


., And \Vinniferd, n1Y ,,,ife," he'd say, and 
stop right there, and cle'r 
II is th' oat, and go on thinkin' war SOlllC mo- 
ther-hearts down here 
Can't never feel their O,tJll babe's face a-pressin' 
'eln, ner make 
Thcir naked breasts a restin' -place fer any 
baby's sake. 


4 
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XLVII 


Doc's Lib'ry - as he calls it, - ,veIl, they 's 
ha'f-a-dozen she'ves 
Jam-full 0' books - I could n't tell ho'iv many 
-count yourse'ves! 
Olle 'iuhole Sllc'f'S \Vorks on Medicine! and 
most the rest's about 
First Settlenlent, and Indians In here, - 'fore 
we driv 'em out.- 


XL VIII 


And Plutarch's Lives - and life also 0' Dan'el 
Boone, and this- 
Here IVlungo Park, and Adam Poe - jes all 
the lives they is! 
And Doc's got all the 110'llcls out, - by Scott 
and Dickison 
And Cooper.- And, I make no doubt, he's 
read 'em ever' one! 
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XLIX 


Onc't, in his office, settin' there, with cro\vù 
0' eight er nine 
Old neighbers with the tin1e to spare, and 
Doc a-feelin' fine, 
.A. lnan rid up frol11 RolJins, Jes fer Doc to 
,,-rite him out 
SOlne blanle p'scription - done, I guess, In 
minute, nigh about.- 
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L 


And 1 says, "Doc, you 
\vrite Ine that recei't 
You have fer bein' happy by,- fer that 'u'd 
shorely beat 
Your 1lledicillc! " says I.-And quick as s'cat! 
Doc turned and writ 


, 
pear so 


spry, Jes 


And handed me: "Go he'p the sick, and putt 
your heart in it." 


LI 


And then, "A-talkin' furder 'bout that line 
0' thought," says he, 
"Ef \ve '11 jes do the \vork cut out and give' 
to you and me, 
vVe '11 lack no joy, ner appetite, ner all \ve 'd 
ort to eat) 
And sleep like childern ever' night - as puore 
and ca'm and s\veet." 
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LII 


Doc has bin 'cused 0' offishness and lack 0' 
talkin' free 
And extry friendly; but he says, "I'm 'fcard 
0' talk," says he,- 
"I've got," he says, " a natchurl turn fer talk- 
in' fit to kilI.- 
The best and hardest thing to learn is trick 
0' keepin' still." 


LIB 


Doc kill smoke, and I s'pose he 1Jl'Íght drink 
licker - jes fer fun. 
I Ie says, " J ou smoke, )'OU drink all right; but 
1 don't - neether one"- 
Says, "I likc \\Thiskey - (good old rye' - but 
like it in its place, 
Ijke that-air ,,'arter In you r eye, er nose there 
on your face." 
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LIV 


Doc's bound to have his joke! The day he 
got that off on me 
I jes had sold a load 0' hay at "Scofield's 
Livery," 
And tolled Doc In the shed they kep' the 
hears't in, where I 'd hid 
The stuff 'at got me "out 0' step," as Sifers 
said it did. 


LY 


Doc hain't, to say, no "rollill' stOllC," and yit he 
hain't no hand 
Fer 'cltJllltlatill'.-HoJ/le 's his o\vn, and scrap 
0' farmin' -land - 
I
nough to keep him out the way \vhen folks 
is tuk do\vn sick 
The suddentest -'tnost any day they \vant hiln 
'special quick. 
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LVI 


And yit Doc loves his practice; ner don't, \vil- 
ful, \vant to slight 
No call- no n1atter \\'ho - ho\v fur a\\.ay - er 
day er night.- 
He loves his ,,'ork - he lo\res his friends- 
] une, \ Yinter, Fall, and Spring: 
His 10'iJÙI' - facts is - never ends; he loves jes 
cL'cr'thing. . . . 


LVII 


'Cept - kccpill' books. He ne\'er sets do\vn no 
accounts. - Hè hates, 
The \vorst of all, collectin' debts - the \\'orst, 
the more he \vaits.- 
I've kno\ved hin1, ".hen at last he had to dun 
a man, to end 
By Inakin' hin1 a loan - and n1ad he had l1't 
1110re to lend. 
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LVIII 


\Vhen Pence's Drug Store ust to be 111 full 
blast, they ,,'uz some 
Doc's patients got things frekantly there, 
charged to hinl, i gum!- 
Doc run a bill there, don't you kno\v, and allus 
".hen he squared, 
He never questioned nothin',-so he had his 
feelin's spared. 


LIX 


Now sich as that, I hold and claim, hain't 
, sCl/sable - it's not 
Perfessiollal! - It's jes a shame 'at Doc his- 
se'f hain't got 
No better busilu'ss-sense! That's \vhy lots 'd 
respect hin1 more, 
And not give hin1 the clean go-by fer otht:r 
doctors. Shore! 
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LX 


This-here Doc Glenl/, fer instance; er this little 
jack-leg Hall 
'- 
They're busillcss-folks respects 'enl fer their 
busincss more 'n all 
They eyer kno,ved, er ever 'iì'ill, 'bout 1lledi- 
CillC.- Yit they 
Collect their money, k-yore er kill.- They're 
busincss, any,,"ay! 
/" 
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LXI 


You ast Jake Dunn ;-he 's worked it out In 
jiggers.- He kin show 
Stastistics ho\v Doc's airnt about t/trec fortunes 


In a row,- 
Ever' ten-year' hand-runnin' straight- thrce 
of 'en1-thirty year' 
, At Jake kin count and 'lucidate 0' Sifers' 
practice here. 


LXII 


Yit-" Praise the Lord," says Doc, U \VC 'vc 
got our little home!" says he- 
"(I t 's railly rVíJlJ/zferd's, but \vhat she owns, 
she sheers \vith me.) 
\Ve' got our little gyarden-spot, and peach- 
and apple- trees, 
And stable, too, and chicken-lot, and eighteen 
hive' 0' bees." 
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LXIII 


JTOlt call it anything you please, but it '5 
'luitchcraft-the po\ver 
, At Sifers has 0' handlin' bees! -. lIe '11 \vatch 
'em by the hour- 
l\Iix right amongst 'ern, nlad and hot and 
s\varmin' ! - yit they ,,'on't 
Sting hÙJl, er 'il,}allt to- 'pear to not,- at least 
I kno\v they dOIl't. 


LXIV 


\Vith lJle and bees they 's no p'tcnse 0' social- 
biii ty - 
A dad-burn bee 'u'd climb a fence to git a 
,,'hack at 1l1t'! 
I s'pose no thing 'at's got a sting is railly 
satisfied 
It's sharp enough, ontel, jing! he's honed 
it on my hide! 
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LXV 


And Doc he's anus had a knack ÙIVClltill' 
things.- Dee-vised 
A ,vindlass wound its own se'f back as it run 
do\vn: and s'prised 
Their ne,v hired girl with clothcs-liJlc, too, and 
clothcs-pius, all in onc: 
Purt' -nigh all left fer hcr to do wuz git her 
þrÍJllpÙl done! 


LXVI 


And onc't, I mind, in airly Spring, and tappin' 
sugar-trees, 
Doc made a dad-burn little thing to sharpen 
sþilcs \vith -- these- 
Ilere ,vood' -spouts 'at the peth 's punched out, 
and driv' in \vhere they bore 
The auger-holes. He sharpened 'bout a uzil- 
lion spiles er more! 
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LXVII 


And Doc's the first In an ever s\vung a bucket 
on a tree 
lnstid 0' troughs,; and first In an brung graillcd 
sugar - so's 'at he 
Could use it fer his coffee, and fer cookin', 
don't you kno\\'.- 
Folks COlne clean up from Pleasantland 'fore 
they'd believe it, though! 
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LXVIII 


And all Doc's stable-doors olllocks and locks 
thcirse'.vcs - and gates 
The same way; - all rigged up like clocks, ,vith 
pulleys, wheels, and ,veights,- 
So, 's Doc says, "dri\Tin' out, er ill, they'll 
oþell.'. and they'll thcll. 
All quiet-like, shet up ag'in like little gentle- 
men! " 


LXIX 


And Doc 'ud made a mighty good dctccth)c.- 
Neighbers all 
Will testify to that - er could, ef they wuz 
legal call: 
Jlis theories on any cnme IS ,vorth your 
listenin' to.- 
And he has hit 'em, many a time, 'long 'fore 
established true. 
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LXX 


At this young druggist \\7 en field Pence's trial 
fer his life, 
On priJlty faishy evidence 0' pizonin' his 
wife, 
Doc's testimony saved and cle'red and 'quitted 
hin1 and freed 
Him so's he never even 'peared cog -llizant 
of the deed! 


LXXI 


The facts \\'UZ - Sifers testified,- at inquest he 
had found 
The stummick sho\ved the \voman dicd 0' 
pizon, but had downed 
The dos't h['rsc'f,- because aJlIOllllt and cost 
0' drug imployed 
No druggist would, on 1/0 account, a-lavished 
and distroyed! 
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LXXII 


Doc tracked a blame-don burgler down, and 
nailed the scamp, to boot, 
But told hilu ef he'd leave the to\vn he 
would n't prosecute. 
He traced him by a tied-up thumb-print In 
fresh putty, where 
Doc glazed it. J es tllat 's how he come to 
track him to his lair! 


LXXIII 


Doc's jes a ICftle too inclined, S01Jle thinks, 
to overlook 
The criminal and VICIOUS kind ,ve 'd ort to 
bring to book 
And punish, 'thout no extry sho\,,- 0' sY1JzjJa- 
thizin', ,vhere 
They hain't showed none fer liS, you kno\v. 
But he takes issue there: 
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LXXIY 


Doc argles 'at "The Red-eyed La\,\" as he 
says, "ort to learn 
To lay a mighty leenient pa"r on deeds 0' sich 


concern 
As only the Good Bein' kno\vs the \vherefore 
of, and spreads 
HIS hands above accused and SO\\.s His nler- 
cies on their heads." 
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LXXV 


Doc even holds 'at lJlurder hain't no CrIme \ve 
got a right 
To hang a man fer - claims it's taint 0' lu- 
nacy, er quite.- 
I( Hold sich a n1an responsibul fer nlurder,H 
Doc says,-" then, 
\Vhen he's hung, where 's the rope to pul] 
them SOllJld-lllÙld jurymen? 


LXXVI 


Ie It's in a nutshell- all kin see," says Doc,- 
"it's cle'r the La'lv 's 
As ap' to err as you er HIC, and kill \vithout 
a cause: 
The man most innocent 0' SIn I've saw, er 
'spect to see, 
Wuz servin' a life-sentence In the peniten- 
tchury. " 
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LXXYII 


And Doc's a whole hand at a firc! - dircctin' 
ho\v and "1 here 
To set your ladders, lo\v er higher, and \\rhat 
first duties air,- 
Like formin' warter-bucket-line; and best nlan 
in the to\\rn 
To chop holes in old roofs, and mIne defec- 
tive chimblies do\vn: 


LXXYIII 


Er durin' any public cro\yd, nlass-meetin', er 
big day, 
\Yhere ladies ort n't be allowed, as I 'ye heerd 
Sifers say,- 
\Yhen they 's a suddent rush somewhere, it's 
Doc's voice, ca'm and cle'r, 
Says, " Fall back, men, and give her air!- 
that's all she's faintin' fer." 
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LXXIX 


The sorriest I ever feel fer Doc IS when sonlC 
sho\v 
Er CIrcus comes to to\vn and he'll not git a 
chance to go. 
'Cause he jes natchurly delights in CIrcuses- 
clean do\vn 
From tumblers, In their spangled tights, to 
trick-n1ule and Old Clown. 



85 


LXXX 


And ever'bod y kllows it, too, ho,v Doc IS, 
thata\vay! . . 
I mind a circus onc't come through - ,vuz 
there IYlyse'f that day.- 
Ringmaster cracked his \\"hip, you kno,,,, to 
start the ridin' - \vhen 
In runs Old Clo\\rn and hollers U If'hoa !- 
Ladies and gentleIl1en 


LXXXI 


"Of this vast audience, I fain ,,,"ould make 
inquiry cle'r, 
And learn, find out, and ascertain -Is Doctor 
Sifers hcrc. fl " 
And \\Then sonle fool-voice bellers do\\rn: 
U He is ! He's settin' in 
Full vie\v 0' ye!" U Then," says the Clown, 
U the circl/s 1Jlll)' begill!" 
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LXXXII 


Doc '5 got a tellzþer
' but, he says, he's 
learnt it which is boss, 
\Tit has to watc/l it, more er less. . . . I 
never seen him cross 
But onc't, enough to n1akc him swear;- 
milch-cow stepped on his toe, 
And Doc ripped out" [ doggies! "- There's 
the only case I know. 


LXXXII I 


Doc says that's \vhat your tell1per 's fer- 
to hold back out 0' view, 
And learn it never to occur on out ahead 0' 
YOlt.- 
"YOlt lead the way," says Sifers -" git your 
te1JlpCr back in line- 
And funlest back the bcst, ef it's as mean a 
one as mine!" 
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LXXXIV 


He hates contentions - can't abide a \vrangle 
er dispute 
0' any kind; and he 'ull slide out of a cro\\.d 
and skoot 
Up some back-alley 'fore he'll stand and 
listen to a furse 
\Yhen ary one '5 got upper-hand and t' other 
one's got ,vorse. 


LXXXV 


Doc says: ., I 'spise, \\,hen pore and \veak and 
awk'ard talkers fails, 
To see it's them ,vith hardest cheek and loud- 
est mouth prevails.- 
A' all-one-sided quarr'l '11 make me biased, 
mio-ht y near- 
b , 
'Cause ginerly the side I take's the one I 
never hear." 
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LXXXVI 


'VVhat 'peals to Doc the most and best IS 
"seein' folks agret'd, 
And takin' ekal interest and universal heed 
0' ever'body else's \vords and idies-same as 
we 
W uz glad and chirpy as the birds - jes as 
we'd ort to be!" 


LXXXVII 


And paterotic! Like to git Doc started, full 
and fair, 
About the \var, and \vhy 't 'uz fit, and what 
wuz 'complished there; 
"And \vho \Vl1Z wrollg," says Doc, "er right, 
't 'uz ,vaste 0' blood and tears, 
All prophesied in Black and TVhite fer years 
and years and years!" 
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LXXXVIII 


And then he'll likely kind 0' tetch on old John 
Bro,,'n, and d\vell 
On ,,-hat his \varnin's "'uz; and ketch his 
breath and cough, and tcll 
On do\vn to Lincoln's death. And then- 
,,'ell, he jes chokes and quits 
\Yith "I n1ust go no\v, gentlemen!" and grabs 
his hat, and gits! 


LXXXIX 


Doc's own \var-rickord ,,'uz l1't \von so Inuch 
in line 0' fight 
As line 0' \vork and nussin' done the \vo\vnded, 
day and night.- 
Ilis "-l1Z the hand, through dark and da,,'n, 'at 
bound their \vo\\'nds, and laid 
As soft as their o\\'n 111other's on their for- 
reds ",hen they prayed. . . . 
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xc 


His ,vuz the face they sa,,, the first -all dim, 
but smilin' bright, 
As they con1C to and kno\ved the ,vorst, yit 
sa\v the old Rcd- TVllite- 
A1ld-Blue where Doc had fixed it \vhere 
they'd see it 'luavill' still, 
Out through the open tent-flap there, er 
'cros't the \\Tinder -sill. 


XCI 


And some's a-Iimpin' round here yit- 
a-\vaitin' Last Revie\\T,- 
'U'd give the pensions 'at they git, and pa,vn 
their crutches, too, 
To he'p Doc out, ef he \Vl1Z pressed financial'- 
same as he 
Has allus he'pped them \\Then distressed - ner 
never tuk a fee. 
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XCII 


Doc never \\'uz 111uch hand to pay attention 
to P'tCllcC 
And fllss-and-feathers and display in t11en 0' 
pronllnencc : 
., f\ railly grcat t11an," Sifers 'Io\\Ts, ,. is not the 
out'ard dressed- 
..{ \ll llnifonn. salu tes and bo\vs, and 5\vellin' 
out his chest. 
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XCIII 


"I lJlCt a great man onc't," Doc says, "and 
shuk his hand," says he, 
"And he come 'bout In o1le, I guess, 0' dis- 
app'intin' 1IlC-- 
He talked so common-like, and brought his 
mind so cle'r in vie,,' 
i\nd simple-like, I purl' -nigh thought, '1 '111 
best man 0' the two!'" 


XCIV 


Yes-sir! Doc's got convictions and old-fash- 
ioned kind 0' ways 
And idies 'bout this glorious Land 0' Freedon1; 
and he'll raIse 
I lis hat clean off, no matter where, Jes eyer' 
tin1e he sees 
The Stars and Stripes a-floatin' there and flap- 
pin' in the breeze. 
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xcv 


And tunes like old" Red, \Vhite and Blue" '11 
fairly drive hin1 ,,'ild, 
Played on the brass band, lnarchin' through 
the streets! J es like a child 
I've saw that man, his smile jes set, all kind 0' 
pale and ,,,hite, 
Bare-headed, and his eyes all ,vet, yit dancin' 
,,,ith delight! 


XCVI 


And yit, that very man ,ve see all trin1bly, 
pale and ,,-ann, 
Give him a case 0' slIrger}', ,ve '11 see another 
man! - 


He '11 do the trimblin' then, and Zl'e '11 git 
".hite around the gills- 
He '11 sho". us /IlT'i'e 0' ner\'es, and he 'un show 
us skill 0' skills! 
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XCVII 


Theil you could toot your horns and beat 
your drun1s and bang your guns, 
And \vave your flags and n1arch the street, 
and charge, all Freedon1's sons! - 
And Sifers thcn, I bet my hat, 'u'd neyer flinch 
a hair, 
But, stiddy-handed, 'tend to that pore patient 
layin' there. 


XCVIII 


And Sifers' c)'e 's as stiddy as that hand 0' 
his! - He'll shoot 
A' old-style rifle, like he has, and sn1allest 
bore, to boot, 
\Vith any fancy rifles nlade to-day, er expert 
shot 
'A t ,yorks at shootin' like a tradc - and all 
SOlllC of 'em's got! 
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XCIX 


Let ' en1 go right out in the 'iuoods with Doc, 
and leave their "traps" 
And blame glass-balls and queens\\'are-goods, 
and see ho\v Sifers draps 
A squirrel out the tallest tree. - And 'fore he 
fires he'll say 
J es where he'll hit him - yes, sir-cc! And 
he's hit thata\\7ay! 


C 


Let 'en1 go out \,'ith hin1, i jucks! with fishin'- 
pole and gun,- 
And ekal chances, fish and ducks, and take 
the rai1l, er SU1l, 
J es as it pours, er as it blinds the eye-sight; 
thcll, I guess, 
'At the" 'd ackno\\Tled<J"c in their n1inds , their 
.J t'> , 
disad vantages. 
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CI 


And yit he'd be the last man out to flop his 
wings and cro,v 
Insultin' -like, and strut about above his fallen 
foe! - 
No-sir! the hand 'at tuk the wind out 0' 
their sails ' ud be 
The very first they grabbed, and grinned to 
feel sich sympathy. 


cn 


Doc gits off now and then and takes a huntin'- 
trip sOlnewhere 
'Bout Kankakee, up 'n10ngst the lakes-some- 
times '11 drift round there 
In his canoe a week er two; then paddle clean 
on back 
By ,yay 0' old \ V abash and Blue, \vith fish- 
all he kin pack,- 
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CHI 


And wild ducks-some \vith feathers on 'em 
yit, and stuffed \vith grass. 
And neighbers - all knows he's bin gOllC- 
comes round and gits a bass- 
A great big double-breasted U rock," er "black," 
er maybe pair 
Half fills a' ordinary crock. . . . Doc's jislt 'II 
give out there 


CIV 


Long 'fore his ducks! - But folks '11 smile and 
blandish him, and rnake 
lIim tcll and tell things!-all the \vhile enJoy 
'em jes fer sake 
0' pleasin' hiJlt / and then turn in and la'nch 
hin1 from the start 
A-tellin' all the things ag'in they railly know 
by heart. 
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cv 


fIe's Jes a child, 's ,,,hat Sifers is! And- 
sir, I'd ruther see 
That happy, childish face 0' his, and puore 
simplicity, 
Than any shape er style er plan 0' mortals 
other,vise - 
\Vith perfect faith In God and nlan a-shinin' 
in his eyes. 
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